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Workplace pension
scheme advice to
employees
EMPLOYEES OF ALL LEVELS
IN DESPERATE NEED OF
PENSION ADVICE AFTER
AUTO ENROLMENT.

Workplace pension schemes
have seen a massive change
in a short space of time and
with auto enrolment
schemes now in place, more
employees have started
their pension savings
sooner, while those closer
to retirement have some
big decisions to make.
From business owners to
all employees, the need to
engage and understand your
pension in the form of investment choices and options, has
never been greater.
This also applies to any pension
pots that are now “paid up” i.e. funds
in a private pension or with an old
employer that are still actively
invested. What’s best for these pots?

Historically, many people have just
bought an annuity at retirement
with their provider(s) and didn’t
even look for the best rates. Now,
the easiest route could cause more
damage for them in the long term
than it could before due to low
annuity rates and rules upon death
where more often than not, the
annuity would only be guaranteed
for 5 years, leaving no continuing
income or fund for the surviving
spouse or family.
Due to auto enrolment, many
employees are looking to their
employers to provide help and support with pension planning or financial education.
Many of our clients who are business owners have said that they
have been approached by their
employees for workplace pension
advice and that they would like to
be able to assist their workers in
some way.
There is no legal requirement for
employers to provide financial
advice but for those who do, it can
pay dividends, as employees who
feel they have a clearer understanding of their pension are likely
to feel more valued and focused on
their work.
WHAT’S HOLDING EMPLOYERS
BACK IN PROVIDING ADVICE?
In the current regulatory climate,
some companies are wary of the
line between providing generic
guidance, which they are permitted
to do and offering personal financial
planning advice, which they are not.
Cost is obviously another issue but
there are a few options to consider.

One-to-one sessions with an
Independent Financial Adviser (IFA)
would be one way to provide
employee members with professional advice. Alternatively, a more
affordable alternative may be to
have a group presentation or seminar and then offer any employees
who want to follow up on the information given at the seminar with
one-to-one, personal advice, the
opportunity to arrange this at their
own expense. Special rates can be
agreed and the sponsoring employer might help by subsidizing costs,
which would be treated as a tax
deductible business expense.
You may even wish to have the
scheme completely looked after by
an adviser to not only be on hand
for any help and advice but to
ensure the scheme remains compliant, thus, avoiding any slip up with
regulation and potential fines.
It’s tempting for the owners of
companies to do the bare minimum
in relation to auto-enrolment, set up
a pension scheme and then leave
their employees to it. However,
offering financial advice sessions to
staff is an employee benefit that can
play a key role in both the recruitment and retention of committed
employees and ultimately enable
them to understand what their pension is doing for them and how they
can make it as affective as possible.
In addition to this, employees
don’t just need expert advice to
make the most of their pensions they may really appreciate guidance
on their other big financial questions, for example, concerning mort-

gages, savings and investment and
student debt. There is a compelling
case for introducing financial advice
as a core benefit which could aid
with attracting and retaining talent.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO
ARRANGE A PENSION
ADVICE CONSULTATION?
Are you a business looking to provide access to advice for your employees or need ongoing assistance with
your auto enrolment duties?
Directors: Have you been auto
enrolled but don’t know if it’s the
best thing for you.
Do you have various pension
pots and are not sure what your
options are?
At Asset Management Financial
Advisers Ltd., we are here to help
businesses and individuals receive
professional advice on all aspects of
pension planning.
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“PRIVET I DOBRO POZHALOVAT !”
or in ‘Ampshire “Hello and welcome to Russia!”
Paul Ridge

I have some previous when it comes to football tournaments. For the last global event in Brazil, I
wrote a similar preview piece to this for The AND Guide and correctly predicted a final between
Germany and Argentina, while 2016 saw me state France would lift the trophy and they went close
(so you were wrong then. Ed), losing in dramatic fashion to Portugal in the final after extra-time. No
pressure then! (Still doesn't explain why there was no intro to your Music Reviews? Just sayin... Ed.)

GROUP A
FIFA RANKINGS:
Russia 65th in the FIFA
rankings, Saudi Arabia (63), Egypt (30),
Uruguay (17)
TOTAL FIFA PTS:
175 (all four ranks added the lower the number, the harder the group
on paper)
DIFFICULTY:
*
TOP:
Uruguay
RUNNER-UP:
Egypt
WORLD CLASS:
Igor Akinfeev (Goalkeeper,
CSKA Moscow and Russia)
RISING STAR:
Federico Valverde (Central
midfielder, Real Madrid and Uruguay)
LOCAL INTEREST: Gastón Ramírez, now at
Sampdoria, will be playing for Uruguay
SUMMARY:
Russia have been handed
the easiest group of all and following recent
comments from ex-UEFA chief Michel Platini,
it seems this may not be the first time this
has happened for a host nation. Nevertheless,
they still have to overcome notoriously tricky
opponents Uruguay (who put England out last
time) and Egypt, currently flying with
Liverpool's Mo Salah leading the line. Like
South Africa in 2010, I think they'll struggle
and ultimately fail to make the knock-out
stage.

GROUP B
FIFA RANKINGS:
Portugal (3), Spain (8),
Morocco (48), Iran (34)
TOTAL FIFA PTS:
93
DIFFICULTY:
**
TOP:
Spain
RUNNER-UP:
Portugal
WORLD CLASS:
André Silva (Striker, AC
Milan and Portugal)
RISING STAR:
Isco (Attacking midfielder,
Real Madrid and Spain)
LOCAL INTEREST: Cédric will line up in
defence for Portugal alongside former Saint
José Fonte
SUMMARY:
The Iberian peninsula
should share the spoils in this relatively
straightforward group, though Morocco were
unbeaten in qualifying and Iran are welldrilled under former Man United coach, Carlos
Quieroz. If Spain and Portugal draw it'll come
down to who can score the most against the
outsiders as to who finishes top of the group.

GROUP C
FIFA RANKINGS:
France (7), Australia (43),
Peru (10), Denmark (19)
TOTAL FIFA PTS:
79
DIFFICULTY:
**
TOP:
France
RUNNER-UP:
Denmark
WORLD CLASS:
Jefferson Farfán (Inside forward, Lokomotiv Moscow and Peru)
RISING STAR:
Nabil Fekir (Attacking midfielder, Lyon and France)

LOCAL INTEREST: Pierre-Emile Højbjerg will
be hoping to start for Denmark
SUMMARY:
France will walk this. They
could easily send a second 23-man squad to
the tournament and still reach the quarterfinals and have, in my opinion, the most
strength in depth of any nation competing in
Russia. The other three all have their qualities, but if Peru's talisman Paolo Guerrero's
drugs ban is not rescinded, expect Denmark
to squeak through.

GROUP D
FIFA RANKINGS:
Argentina (4), Iceland (21),
Croatia (18), Nigeria (41)
TOTAL FIFA PTS:
84
DIFFICULTY:
***
TOP:
Argentina
RUNNER-UP:
Nigeria
WORLD CLASS:
Paulo Dybala (Forward,
Juventus and Argentina)
RISING STAR:
Hordur Bjorgvin
Magnusson (Stopper, Bristol City and Iceland)
LOCAL INTEREST: Dejan Lovren will be a key
component of Croatia's back-line
SUMMARY:
A very tough group, with
two strong second-tier European nations, the
best African side and Leo Messi's Argentina.
If he doesn't do it this time - having come so
close in 2014 - he will never be ranked alongside Maradona. Russia 2018 could be a historic moment for the little man from Rosario
given he'll be 34 when Qatar rolls around. I've
got a feeling Iceland and Croatia will cancel
each other out so if Nigeria can beat one of
them they could be the surprise package of
the entire tournament.

GROUP E
FIFA RANKINGS:
Brazil (2), Switzerland (11),
Costa Rica (22), Serbia (38)
TOTAL FIFA PTS:
73
DIFFICULTY:
***
TOP:
Brazil
RUNNER-UP:
Costa Rica
WORLD CLASS:
Keylor Navas (Goalkeeper,
Real Madrid and Costa Rica)
RISING STAR:
Gabriel Jesus (Forward,
Manchester City and Brazil)
LOCAL INTEREST: Du‰an Tadiç is one of the
most important players in the Serbian team
SUMMARY:
Brazil have a similar scenario to Argentina in their group : two solid
European opponents and Costa Rica looking
to take advantage of any slip-ups, especially
given their excellent showing in 2014. The
Brazilian team is united and playing brilliant
attacking football while also being far better
in defence than it was in the last tournament
and are expected to go all the way to the
final. Personally, I'm not so sure, but they certainly have the talent to do so and will easily
top this group, giving them the luxury of resting key players in their third match.

GROUP F
FIFA RANKINGS:
Germany (1), Mexico (16),
Sweden (25), South Korea (62)
TOTAL FIFA PTS:
104
DIFFICULTY:
**
TOP:
Germany
RUNNER-UP:
Mexico
WORLD CLASS:
Marco Reus (Inside forward, Borussia Dortmund and Germany)
RISING STARS:
Hirving "Chucky" Lozano
(Winger, PSV Eindhoven and Mexico)
LOCAL INTEREST: Leeds United's Swedish
defender Pontus Jansson is on Saints' radar. (I
think you’ve made that up ‘cos you’re a Leeds
fan! Ed)
SUMMARY:
A stroll for Germany.
Sweden look far better without Zlatan but
Mexico will be tough opposition. The Koreans
have one of the weakest squads in the tournament and there could be a hatful of goals in
this group. Lump on Thomas Müller to win
the golden boot now.

GROUP G
FIFA RANKINGS:
Belgium (5), Panama (49),
Tunisia (28), England (12)
TOTAL FIFA PTS:
94
DIFFICULTY:
*
TOP:
Belgium
RUNNER-UP:
England
WORLD CLASS:
Axel Witsel (Midfield general, Tianjin Quanjian and Belgium)
RISING STAR:
Harry Maguire (Ball-playing
centre-back, Leicester City and England)
LOCAL INTEREST: Toby Alderweireld will lining up alongside several familiar faces for
Belgium
SUMMARY:
It's a straight shoot-out
between Belgium and England. We can get at
them down the flanks with the pace of
Sterling and Rashford as they are weakest at
full-back, but can we keep them out at the
other end ? Hazard and De Bruyne both fancy
a free-kick so discipline could be key.
Ultimately, I expect either a draw or a narrow
defeat, with Lukaku living up to his flat-track
bully reputation against Panama and Tunisia
to keep us in second place either way.

GROUP H
FIFA RANKINGS:
Poland (6), Senegal (32),
Colombia (13), Japan (44)
TOTAL FIFA PTS:
95
DIFFICULTY:
**
TOP:
Colombia
RUNNER-UP:
Poland
WORLD CLASS:
Jakub B∏aszczykowski
(Right winger, Wolfsburg and Poland)
RISING STAR:
Keita Baldé (Inside forward,
Monaco and Senegal)
LOCAL INTEREST: Maya Yoshida will be starring for Japan

SUMMARY:
A balanced group representing four different continents, which could
end up with everyone level on points.
Colombia and Poland have the pedigree and
two of the best players in James Rodríguez
and Robert Lewandowski respectively, which
should just nudge them both over the line ..
but I wouldn't bet on it.

THE KNOCK-OUT STAGES
Given the structure of the tournament, the
Round of 16 should be relatively easy to predict as most of the pairings will feature a
favourite playing a spirited underdog. Should
England finish second, they'll face the winners
of Group H, so probably either Colombia or
Poland. The tournament really hots up in the
Quarter-Finals where we will almost certainly
come up against Germany and bow out altogether. That wouldn't be a bad showing
under Southgate, especially given the nature
of our young squad. That should be the minimum target for Qatar, but for now there
would be no shame in a plucky defeat to the
reigning champions.

THE SEMI-FINALS
Only two of the five real favourites will meet
in the quarters, with Spain likely to face off
against Argentina. France, Germany and
Brazil should all have winnable matches
meaning the Semi-Final line-up could read
France vs. Brazil and Germany vs. Spain.

THE FINAL
Once again, I'm going for France to win the
tournament, beating Germany in the Final on
15 July in Moscow. They have so many good
players all over the park and really don't have
any weaknesses : pace, power, technique, an
excellent keeper and a manager who knows
how to win the World Cup, having lifted it as
a player in 1998. If successful, Didier
Deschamps will become only the third man in
history to do both, after Mário Zagallo and
Franz Beckenbauer.

MIC’s broadcast

the and guide’s unofficialLY guide the footie ...

The adventures of our cheeky smiling durley boy
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Michael Kurn

I told you we
would be fine!
Ok I was slightly over confident when I
made my prediction and I won’t lie I was sat
on the edge of my seat for every second of
that match v Swansea, but we did it by the
skin of our teeth.
It could have been so different though and the
thought of Southampton dropping out of the Premier
League still fills me with dread. Luckily though St
Mark did the job. He brought back the belief and we
saw glimpses of what used to be. (What he did Michael.
Was be a proper manager and pick the games he could see
results from and play a side to get the job done, including
2 strikers or even 3 on the pitch at the same time, or a side
to hold for a draw. To be fair to MH if it hadn’t been for
some unfathomable refereeing decisoins and some horrbly
late goals we’d have all been relaxing with a cocoa weeks
before.Well done Mark Hughes, proper old school manager.
Sorry had to be said. Ed)
A big summer needed though. Transfers need to be
right and it’s time to reinvest some of those funds
kindly spent at our shop by Liverpool. I have the
belief we will be back firing again next year and that
last year was a minor blip. Before I move on to the
busy summer ahead I just wanted to heap some
praise on Alex McCarthy. What a revelation! He well
and truly has his hands on that no1 shirt and if it
wasn’t for the fact we have such a strong pool of goal
keepers at the moment a place on the plane to Russia
would have been on the cards. More of those performances next season Please Alex and hopefully those
match winning saves will be pushing us to Europe not
survival.
So to the other summer football thingy! I have a gut
feeling Russia could be good for us this year. I was so
pleased to see Gareth Southgate picking a youthful
squad a group of players who have played together on
an international level for some time now. I know some
heads were turned when the squad announcement
was made, mine especially with the non inclusion of
Adam Lallana (I still think he should be on the plane
by the way), but Gareth knows what he is doing and
it’s nice to see an England manager with a plan.
(Agree with all of that Michael but Rose, Young or Delph
ahead of Bertrand? Don’t see that at all. Ed)
Away from Russia there is plenty of sport and that’s
what will be keeping me busy before the return of the
Premier League. The Vitality Woman’s Hockey World
Cup will be keeping me busy most of July along with
some Tennis and Cricket. Always a pleasure to be
involved at Hampshire and I’m sure I will see many of
you down there as always.
Just want to thank everyone for their continued
support after finishing my 4th full season at the
Premier League. Who would have thought a lad from
Southampton would be on the adventure I am. (Me.
That’s why I gave you a column. Ed) I truly am blessed
and I wouldn’t be where I am without the support of
this wonderful city. Don’t forget you can follow all my
adventures on Instagram just follow @michaelkurn
and have a great summer!

info@kurnandkurn.com
Twitter @michaelkurn

Mr Tein

As we wait to find out who will be crowned the footballing Kings
of the World ( Brazil or Argentina probably) here are a few facts
drawn from the long history of the world’s favourite cup. See if
you know your Willie from your Fuleco or your Vuvuzela from
your Caxirola? Puzzled? Read on. Oh, and just to keep you on
your toes, one of these facts is totally ‘made up’. Can you spot it?

1 Southampton are one of only 14 clubs to field a player in
an England squad who went on to win a WC.
2 The first team to qualify for the 2014 WC was Japan.
3 The greatest team never to win the WC are The Netherlands
who have got to the final of the WC on three occasions and
lost every time (1974, 1978, 2010).
4 If you want to sing the Chart topping 3 Lions England song
released in 1996, the line “30 years of hurt” would now have
to read "48 years of hurt". I suspect come 2018 we will be
singing "52 years of hurt".
5 There are no less than eight previous winners of the FIFA
WC set to take part in Brazil 2014. Brazil have won the WC a
record five times. Italy (four wins), Germany (three), Uruguay,
Argentina (twice each), England, France and Spain (once each)
are the others.
6 The last England representative to get a hat trick at the WC
wasn’t as you might think Geoff Hurst but the referee Graham
Poll who in 1996 miscounted and handed out three yellow
cards to Croatia's Josep Simunic against Australia.
7 The only team to remain unbeaten through the 2010 WC
were New Zealand.
8 In the 1966 WC, of the 352 players representing their
countries only eight of them played club football outside of
their home country. That’s 2 French players, 3 German and 3
Spanish players. 8 were playing in Italy and one played in
Spain. How times have changed.
9 The record for most defeats suffered by a nation in WCs is held
by Mexico with 20 losses.
10 Out of the 18 WC’s, South America and European countries
have won 9 titles each. No other continent has produced a world
champion.
11 Argentina holds the record for the most yellow cards in the
competition's history, with a total of 64 in 88 games.
12 Being the host nation certainly helps, as on 6 of 19 occasions the host nation has won the tournament. Including
England of course.
13 Germany have played the most games at the WC finals, 99
though Brazil have won the most, with 67.
14 If performance during qualification is the measure, then
the leading goal scorer in Brazil should be one of these if they
make it into the team :- Luis Suarez of Uruguay (11 goals)
Robin van Persie of Holland (11), Edin Dzeko of BosniaHerzegovina (10), Oribe Peralta of Mexico (10) and Leo Messi of
Argentina (10). With 11 goals, Deon McCauley of Belize was the
highest scorer who will not be at the finals.
15 The number of nations represented by referees and their
assistants at the 2014 finals is 43.
16 The record number of appearances in WC matches is 25,
held by German footballer Lothar Matthaus.
17 Oliver Kahn is the only goalkeeper in the history of FIFA WC to
have won the Golden Ball trophy.
18 The only two players to have scored in four consecutive
finals tournaments in 1958, 1962, 1966 & 1970 are Pele of
Brazil and Uwe Seeler of West Germany.
19 Yugoslavia are the only team to feature a female in a WC
squad when in 1930 their number two goal keeper was 25
year old Aven Allaf.
20 Unlike England, the United States took part in the very first
WC and then scored the very first hat-trick in a WC match.
Bert Patenaude was the scorer in a game against Paraguay.
21 Denmark’s Ebbe Sand scored the fastest goal in tourna-

ment history for a substitute in 1998, taking 16 seconds after
coming on against Nigeria
22 At 33, Sweden’s Tore Keller is the oldest player to record a
hat trick during a WC scoring against Cuba in 1938.
23 Sir Viv Richards is the only person to have played both WC
Football and WC Cricket
24 Remember that appalling noise at the 2010 WC in South
Africa? No not the groans when Frank Lampard was disallowed a clear goal against Germany but the Vuvuzela. The
buzzing drone of the instrument will be replaced in Brazil by
the Caxirola, a Maracas-like instrument that can be shaken to
produce sound. Good news though is it is currently banned
from inside the stadiums.
25 Cameroon’s Roger Milla was 42 when he played at the
1994 finals when he became the oldest player to score at the
tournament in a 6-1 loss to Russia.
26 The 2014 WC is the fifth time the tournament has been
held in a South American nation. The last time was Argentina
in 1978.
27 The United States has qualified for every WC finals since 1990.
28 The phrase “cheaters never prosper” was never ever used
again in England after Diego Maradona punched the ball into
the net out of the hands of peter Shilton leading to Argentina
knocking England out of the WC in 1986. Calling it the Hand of
God and going on to score a second goal by dribbling past
five England players, Beardsley, Reid, Butcher, Fenwick,
Butcher (again), and finally goalkeeper Peter Shilton which
was voted Goal of the Century by FIFA.com voters doesn’t stop
this being one of the world’s greatest injustices. Still we kept
the Falkland’s.
29 Japan's team is nicknamed The Blue Samurai and their kit
has a hidden background of leaves - a reference to Samurai
code Bushido, whose name translates as "hidden leaves".
30 France’s Lucien Laurent scored in the 19th minute against
Mexico to score the first-ever goal in tournament history.
France eventually lost to Argentina in game where the ref accidently finished the game 6 minutes early, realised his mistake,
then called the players, some of whom were already in the
bath, back onto the pitch to finish the game.
31 In 1982, the field of nations increased from 16 to 24. For
the first time, a country from every continent was represented.
32 Scotland have appeared in eight WC finals – all of which
ended with a first-round exit. Doesn’t bode well for Scottish
Independence !
33 “All in One Rhythm” is the official slogan of the 2014 WC.
34 Germany's Miroslav Klose was the tournament's top scorer
with 5 goals at the 2006 WC.
35 Italy has won four WCs, the last one in 2006.
36 203 of FIFA's 208 members participated in the qualifying
process for the 2014 WC.
37 England’s Geoff Hurst is the only player to score a hat trick
in a WC final (in 1966) against West Germany.
38 The Maracana Stadium in Rio can seat 79,000. The original venue, built for the 1950 WC, had a capacity of 200,000.
That’s not far off the population of Southampton.
39 The USA opens the 2014 WC against Ghana, the same
nation that eliminated them in the Round of 16 at the
last tournament.

40 Canada qualified for the WC just once (1986).
41 Luis Monti is the only player to appear in two WC championship games for two different nations: Argentina (1930) and
Italy (1934).
42 It wasn’t until Mexico in 1970 that the WC was broadcast
for TV in colour. It wasn’t until 1978 though, that my dad
bought a colour TV so I could watch it in colour.
43 Bora Milutinovic is the only man to coach five nations at
WC finals – Mexico, Costa Rica, USA, China and Nigeria.
44 Only four European nations, Yugoslavia, Romania, France
and Belgium, participated in the first WC. England had left
FIFA and so weren't eligible.
45 The official ball of the 2014 WC made by Adidas is called Brazuca.
46 The first symbolic kick will not be made by a famous person as is usually the case. This year it will be made by a paraplegic teenager in a mind-controlled exoskeleton suit. The
teenager is paralysed from the waist down and will stand up
from his wheelchair and walk over to take the kick, He will
feel the kick because of sensory feedback.
47 Italy’s Dino Zoff was 40 when he captained his side to the
1982 title.
48 The Best WC comeback was thanks to Eusebio’s three
goals in the quarterfinals against North Korea helped Portugal
win 4-3 after going down 3-0.
49 Russia’s Oleg Salenko, scored 5 goals in one game. a
record, in a 6-1 win over Cameroon in 1994.
50 Pele has won three WC titles - the most ever by a player.
51 The record number of goals scored in a single game is 12,
after Austria defeated Switzerland 7-5 in 1954.
52 Although qualifying, India withdrew from the 1950 WC when
they realized that according to FIFA regulations players had to
wear football boots and would not be allowed to play barefoot.
53 The 2014 FIFA WC mascot is named "Fuleco," . He is an
armadillo who can curl up into a ball like a football I guess.
He is a Brazilian three-banded Armadillo and his blue shell
represents Brazil's fertility and landscape, the skies and the
water. Who wouldn’t want a mug with that on eh?
54 England's WC Willie in 1966 was the first time a mascot
was used.
55 The WC was first televised in 1954 and is the most widely
watched sporting event in the world. 3.2 billion people around
the world watched the last WC final, nearly half the planet's
population. The competition is broadcast in over 200 countries.
56 The record number of WC career goals is 15 by Brazilian
forward Ronaldo.
57 Brazil was allowed to retire the Jules Rimet trophy in 1970
after winning the WC a third time and West Germany was the
first country to lift the new trophy in 1974.
58 The quickest goal scored in the WC finals was by Turkey's
Hakan Suker who scored just 11 seconds into the game
against South Korea during the third-place match in 2002.
59 The 500th WC goal occurred in 1950 when Scotland’s
Robert Collins scored in a 3-2 loss to Paraguay.
60 The only time the host team has been eliminated in the
first round of games is in 2010 when South Africa failed to
qualify to the knockout rounds
WHICH OF THESE FACTS WAS FICTION?
The answer is number 19 where we were Aven Allaf!
Geddit? Okay I'll get me coat.

